VANCOUVER POLICE BOARD
SERVICE & POLICY COMPLAINT REVIEW COMMITTEE
Meeting minutes
June 23, 2022, 2:04pm to 2:21pm
7TH Floor Boardroom 2120 Cambie, Vancouver

Board Members Present
Allan E. Black (Committee Chair)
Mayor Kennedy Stewart (Chair)
Patricia Barnes
Frank Chong
Merrilee Robson
Rachel Roy
Comfort Sakoma-Fadugba
Absent: Faye Wightman (Vice-Chair)

1.

Staff Present
Chief Constable Adam Palmer
DCC Howard Chow
DCC Steve Rai
A/DCC Lisa Byrne
Absent: DCC Fiona Wilson
Stephanie Johanssen, Executive Director
Minutes by Ali Huculak, Executive Assistant

Consent Agenda
The Chair called the meeting to order.
1.1 Agenda for June 23, 2022
1.2 Minutes of April 21, 2022 Service or Policy Complaints Review Committee Meeting
1.3 OPCC/Service or Policy Correspondence
Motion to approve the consent agenda.
MOVED/SECONDED

2.

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

New Service or Policy Complaint
2.1 Complaint #2022-008: Tents Blocking Businesses
2.2 Report #2206C01: VPD Report Back on SP Complaint #2022-008
[Sgt. Mike Loeppky: District 2 Team 2]
The Service or Policy subcommittee reviewed this complaint and requested a report back from
the VPD, pursuant to section 171(1)(a) of the Police Act.
Sgt. Loeppky recommended the Board dismiss this complaint by the reasons outlined in the
report. Sgt. Loeppky noted the complainant believes the VPD did not respond properly to the
issues of unhoused individuals that set up tents on the sidewalks in front of the complainant’s
residence. The VPD continues to take all the steps it can within its available resources while
acting lawfully, and the report speaks to the numerous efforts in place to manage the ongoing
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crime, and public safety concerns described by the complainant. Sgt. Loeppky made several
attempts to contact the complainant, and was unsuccessful.
Motion to conclude the Board’s review of this Service or Policy complaint, based on the
information in the report.
MOVED/SECONDED

3.

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

New Service or Policy Complaint
3.1 Complaint #2022-006: Delay in Police Reporting
3.2 Report Back #2206C02: VPD Report Back on SP # 2022-006
[Senior Director Jason Rude: Information Management Services]
The Service or Policy subcommittee reviewed the complaint, and requested a report back from
the VPD, pursuant to section 171(1)(a) of the Police Act.
Sr. Director Jason Rude spoke to the complaint, noting that it revolves around the complainant’s
frustration with the process of obtaining a police report in a timely manner regarding his motor
vehicle incident. Sr. Dir Rude explained the VPD did not receive a formal request for the report
until March 8, 2022 and responded to the letter on March 11, 2022.
Motion to conclude the Board’s review of this Service or Policy complaint based on the
information outlined in the report, and the action taken to update the voicemail in the RMU.
MOVED/SECONDED

4.

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

New Service or Policy Complaint
4.1 Complaint #2022-003: False Allegations
4.2 Report #2206C03: VPD Report Back on SP Complaint #2022-003
[S.Sgt. Bes Dobreci: BET Odd Team]
This complaint is with respect to concerns about the VPD’s response to allegations of assault
and sexual assault made against the complainant. The subcommittee reviewed the complaint
and requested a report back from the VPD, pursuant to section 171(1)(a) of the Police Act. The
report does not examine individual officers, as that is not under the Board’s purview. Instead,
the report speaks to any policies or process that would surround potential repercussions for
those making allegations that are proven not to be true.
S/Sgt. Dobreci spoke to the report noting VPD does not have a policy that prohibits the
investigations of false allegations and each case is assessed on an individual basis. The
complainant alleged that the despite the duty evidence showing his accuser assaulted him,
existing VPD policy allowed his accuser to make false allegations without facing any
repercussions. S/Sgt. Dobreci stated the VPD policy adheres to a provincial policy, which is
designed to ensure the safety of all parties affected in domestic violence situations. There is also
a criminal offence called public mischief that allows police to investigate false reports. The
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complainant was informed of the VPD’s findings, and acknowledged the information and
recommendation of concluding this complaint.
Motion to conclude the Board’s review of this Service or Policy complaint based on the
information outlined in the report.
MOVED/SECONDED
5.

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

New Service or Policy Complaint
5.1 Complaint #2022-005: Response to Break and Enters
5.2 Report #2206C04: VPD Report Back on SP Complaint #2022-005
[Sgt. Ali Gailus: BET]
The subcommittee reviewed the complaint, and requested a report back from the VPD,
pursuant to section 171(1)(a) of the Police Act.
Sgt. Gailus spoke to the report, noting the complainant’s primary concern was the perceived
lack of timely response by the VPD to attend and take a BNE report, and on-going frustrations
following a number of break and enters into the complainant’s building.
Sgt. Gailus explained there were contributing factors that led the VPD to not being able to
attend, which was explained to the complainant, and they were appreciative of the
communication. Sgt. Gailus explained there was above average number of calls for service the
night of the complainants call, specifically there was a shooting in the DTES that occurred an
hour before this commercial break and enter. The complainant acknowledged that property
crime issues in Gastown are a symptom of broader societal issues related to substance use, and
other factors beyond VPD control.
Motion to conclude the Board’s review of this Service or Policy complaint based on the
information outlined in the report.
MOVED/SECONDED

6.

Other Business

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

There was no other business.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:21pm.
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