VANCOUVER POLICE BOARD
MINUTES of Regular Meeting

Held on February 24th, 2022 from 1:00pm-2:31pm
7th Floor Boardroom - 2120 Cambie,
Vancouver, BC & via Video Conference
Board Members Present
Faye Wightman (Acting Chair)
Patricia Barnes
Allan E. Black
Merrilee Robson
Frank Chong
Wendy John (left at 2:06pm)
Rachel Roy
Comfort Sakoma-Fadugba

Staff Present
Chief Constable Adam Palmer
DCC Howard Chow
DCC Steve Rai
DCC Fiona Wilson
Stephanie Johanssen, Executive Director
Minutes by Executive Assistant, Ali Huculak

Absent: Mayor Kennedy Stewart

The Acting Chair called the Regular Meeting to order at 1:00pm and acknowledged that the meeting is
being held on the unceded traditional homelands of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh
Nations, giving thanks for their hospitality on these lands.
Board Chair Mayor Stewart was unable to attend the meeting due to personal reasons.
1. Introduction
Introduction of Board members/staff.
2. Consent Agenda
2.1 Agenda for February 24, 2022
2.2 Minutes of January 20, 2022 regular meeting
2.3 VPD Compliment Letters Report #2202V06
Motion to approve the consent agenda with the minor correction to approval dates on the minutes
that have been revised.
MOVED/SECONDED
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3. Delegations
Mr. Andrew Johns spoke to the Board about financial crime, specifically money laundering as he is a
subject matter expert on this field, and discussed the impact of money laundering in our society.
Mr. Johns provided the Board with a sheet of questions, which the VPD’s investigation section will
be responding to.
The Acting Chair thanked Mr. Johns for his time.
4. External Research Paper: Impact of COVID-19 on neighbourhood level Crime in Vancouver
[Professor Martin A. Andresen; Simon Fraser University (SFU)]
Dr. Martin Andresen spoke to the Board about his paper on the impact of COVID-19 on
neighbourhood level crime in the CoV.
Chief Palmer clarified there are approximately 2800 MHA Section 28 apprehensions per year, and
that information is public, adding the VPD reports their information quarterly to Statistics Canada.
Chief Palmer stated a lot of the findings listed in the paper are very similar to the VPD’s data. Chief
Palmer explained how VPD statistics can be broken down by area, and went over the major areas of
concern in the City. Chief Palmer agreed the CoV needs more supports, stating complex care is what
people need.
Dr. Andresen spoke to a Board members question with respect to minor crimes, unreported crimes
and the public perception of crimes in the CoV.
DCC Chow acknowledged that the VPD’s data is in line with many aspects of Dr. Andresen’s paper,
and also explained why there are differences, specifically with respect to violent crime and his view
on over-policing.
5. Community Presentation: Vancouver Chinatown BIA and Chinatown Foundation
[Carol Lee; Chair of Vancouver Chinatown Foundation and Jordan Eng; President of Vancouver
Chinatown BIA]
Mr. Jordan Eng and Carol Lee spoke to the history and current state of Chinatown, the Chinatown
BIA and the relationship between the Chinese community and the VPD.
Mr. Eng stated in the last few years it has been abundantly clear that Chinatowns survival requires
community cooperation, as COVID-19 has not been good to Chinatown, and raised a lot of issues
around safety and security. Mr. Jordan Eng stated his appreciation to the VPD for the support they
have provided the community, specifically over the past two years. The community’s ask would be
more police foot patrol, so there is a visual representation of safety to those walking the streets.
Carol Lee spoke to the Board reiterating what Mr. Eng stated about the relationship with the VPD,
and how they look forward to continuing this relationship.
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Chief Palmer thanked Ms. Lee and Mr. Eng, and stated how much the VPD values this relationship.
Chief Palmer stated a lot of the crime in Chinatown goes unreported.
There was discussion with respect to the Chinatown community as well as the VPD both reaching
out to other levels of government about increasing mental health support in Chinatown.
The Acting Chair thanked both Mr. Jordan Eng and Ms. Carol Lee for their presentation and for all
the amazing work they have been doing.
Wendy Grant-John left the meeting at 2:06pm.
6. *Report #2202G02: Annual Audit of VPD Street Check Data
[Drazen Manojlovic, Director, Planning Research & Audit]
Acting Chair Wightman stated this reports speaks to the second annual audit of the VPD Street
Check data. This audit is part of the Board’s commitment to ongoing oversight of the VPD’s Street
Checks, following a service or policy complaint in 2018 about the overrepresentation of Black and
Indigenous people in street check data. Despite there being a Provincially mandated audit, this
report exceeds the audit by including a review of all submitted street checks as opposed to a sample
selection, and upholds the Board’s commitment to annually releasing data that is broken down by
gender and ethnicity, and monitors for any street checks that don’t comply with the VPD’s policy.
Mr. Drazen Manojlovic provided a summary on the report.
Mr. Manojlovic reviewed the race, ethnicity and gender of the 14 individuals that were street
checked. It is very important for the Board and the public to know that the VPD’s policy prohibits
any street check or any other type of police stop if they are conducted randomly or arbitrarily or
conducted for biased or discriminatory reasons. Lawfully conducted street checks are permitted,
provided they comply with the policy.
Discussion and questions by the Board.
Motion to receive the report for information.
MOVED/SECONDED

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

7. 7.1 *Planning, Research, & Audit
7.1 Report #2202P01: 2021 Year-End Public Safety Indicators
Mr. Manojlovic spoke to the 2021 PSI report and stated from 2021 to 2021, the violent crime rate
increased by 2.5%, and from 2020 to 2021, the property crime rate decreased 15.4%.
There was discussion with respect to assaults on peace officers increasing 14%, and Mr. Manojlovic
will provide the Board with the breakdown of the assault type.
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There was discussion regarding Section 28 Mental Health Act Apprehensions. The VPD monitors
both the number of apprehensions and the number of singular individuals, and the VPD will provide
the Board with this break down, Chief Palmer stated the number that is reported is the number of
events (2791), which could include one person multiple times.
There was discussion with respect to the decrease in calls for service in 2021, and it was clarified
that this number is based only on the number of people that got through online or via E-Comm.
Chief Palmer noted the abandonment rates are tracked, and that number will be provided to the
Board.
Motion to receive the Year End PSI report for information.
MOVED/SECONDED

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

7.2 Report #2202G01: Proposed Resolutions to the BCAPB
[Drazen Manojlovic, Director, Planning Research & Audit]
Motion to approve the proposed resolution to combat Hate Crimes, for submission to the BC
Association of Police Boards at their Annual General Meeting.
MOVED/SECONDED

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED

8. Chief Constable’s Updates (verbal)
[Chief Constable Adam Palmer]
Chief Adam Palmer provided the following departmental updates:
There are 14 VPD officers and two alternates participating in the 2022 Cops for Cancer tour, the
event will take place later this year, Supt. Byrne will be leading this event.
The Pulling Together Canoe Journey will take place in July 2022, it is a 10 day journey taking place in
Kamloops, going through five First Nations communities.
Investigation updates.
There have been 20-30 incidents of transit bus windows being shot out in the DTES, and the VPD is
working closely with their specialized resources and the Metro Vancouver Transit Police.
The VPD deployed a number of Public Order Unit officers to Ottawa, at the request of the RCMP
when the Emergency Act was enacted by the Prime Minister due to the Convoy protest.
The VPD created task force agility, which is an operational project where the VPD is going after
people committing stranger attacks, unprovoked assaults, and glass breaks in the CoV.
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9. Opportunity for Enquiries from the Public
For the public, if you have questions regarding something discussed at the meeting today, please
email the Board at office@vancouverpoliceboard.ca
10. Enquires and other business from the Board
On February 11, 2022 the following motion regarding committee assignments was passed
electronically.
MOTION to adopt the Committee assignments.

CARRIED

The Regular Meeting was adjourned at 2:31pm.
TO BE APPROVED BY THE VANCOUVER POLICE BOARD ON April 21st, 2022
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