VANCOUVER POLICE BOARD
MINUTES of Regular Meeting

Held on July 18th, 2019
7th Floor Boardroom, 2120 Cambie Street: 1:03pm to 2:14pm
Board Members Present
Mayor Kennedy Stewart (Chair)
Dr. Sherri Magee (Vice-Chair)
Patricia Barnes
Barj Dhahan
Wendy John
Claire Marshall
Thomas Tam
Dr. Peter Wong

Staff Present
Chief Constable Adam Palmer
DCC Howard Chow
DCC Steve Rai
DCC Laurence Rankin
Stephanie Johanssen, Executive Director

Absent:

The Chair called the Regular Meeting to order at 1:03pm and acknowledged that the meeting is being
held on the Unceded homelands of the Musqueam, Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations, and gave
thanks for their hospitality on these lands.
Introduction of Board members/staff.
1. Adoption of Regular Meeting Agenda
MOVED / SECONDED:
THAT the Vancouver Police Board approve the Regular Meeting Agenda for July 18, 2019.
CARRIED

2. Approval of Minutes
MOVED / SECONDED:
THAT the Vancouver Police Board approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of June 13, 2019.
Carried
3. Delegations

CARRIED

There were three registered delegations: Mr. Meynard Aubichon spoke to the Board regarding
employment in the public service, Mr. Milorad Danilovic spoke to Departmental policy, and Mr.
Daryl Nelsen and Ms. Lindsay Thomas spoke to policing in the Downtown Eastside. Mr. Nelsen
reported on the declining conditions of the area surrounding the Patricia Hotel.
The Chair thanked all three delegations for presenting to the Police Board.
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4. Swearing in of New Board Member
The Chair welcomed Wendy John and thanked her for her willingness to serve on the Vancouver
Police Board.
Madame Justice Kirsti Gill (Board Ethics Advisor) administered the Oath of Office to new Board
Member Wendy John. The Chair thanked Kirsti Gill for her ongoing support as the Board’s Ethics
Advisor.
Ms. Wendy John stated that she is deeply honoured to have been appointed to the Vancouver
Police Board. Ms. John spoke to positively contributing to the issues that face the citizens of
Vancouver.
5. VPD/Community Presentation: VPD Pipe Band’s Trip to India
Board member Barj Dhahan, Drum Major David Caven and Pipe Major Cal Davis briefed the Board
on the VPD Pipe Band’s recent Trip to India. Mr. Dhahan, Chief Palmer and DCC Rai also participated
in this trip.
The trip was an immense success, and the Pipe Band was able to raise all the funds required to cover
travel costs. The Pipe Band was also able to donate $12,500 to five charities in India that assist
women and children.
The VPD Pipe Band’s trip to India received extensive media coverage, both in Canada and India.
Drum Major Caven and Pipe Major Davis played a slideshow, and spoke to the overall experience.
6. VPD Report #1907V03: Update on Police Immigration Enquiries Guidelines
Supt. Eely provided an update to the Board on the VPD’s Guidelines on Police Requests Related to
immigration Status, which were approved by the Police Board in July of 2018.
As part of the 2018 recommendations, the Police Board directed VPD staff to report back within a
year on the number of communications made to the CBSA, along with any opportunities identified
over the year to strengthen the trust between the VPD and people with uncertain immigration
status.
Supt. Eely also outlined the following new recommendations put forward by the VPD with regards to
the guidelines:
1. THAT the VPD formally request that the CBSA work with the VPD to improve data collection;
2. THAT the VPD develop a ‘tool kit’ that simplifies the Guidelines for the community and
stakeholders, produced in various languages and made accessible or distributed to the
community;
3. THAT the Liaison Officer from DIIRS continue to work with the community and stakeholders, in
order to further strengthen trust and encourage victims, witnesses, or complainants to come
forward and report incidents. The Liaison Officer can facilitate dialogue between the person
and the appropriate area of the VPD that would be responsible for responding to the incident, in
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order to give the victim, witness, or complainant comfort that the Guidelines would apply to
their circumstance; and,
4. THAT the VPD ensure that the Guidelines be communicated to recruits, new exempt hires, and
to members returning to patrol from specialty Sections.
There was a question by the Board regarding recommendation #2, and what the process is for
selecting the languages in which the ‘tool kit’ will be produced. Supt. Eely stated that the VPD’s
Diversity , Inclusion, and Indigenous Relations Section (DIIRS) will determine the languages and how
the tool kit will be made available, in consultation with Ms. Simi Heer (Director, Public Affairs). Mr.
Manojlovic stated that the demographic of the stakeholders that have been part of the consultation
process will also be taken into consideration.
Motion to accept the report, and to approve the recommendations outlined in the report.
MOVED/SECONDED

CARRIED

7. Finance Report #1907F02: Q1 Variance Report
DCC Rai spoke to the report, stating that the Department is on target to be on budget year-end.
Motion to receive the report for information.
MOVED/SECONDED
8. Planning Research & Audit

CARRIED

8.1 Report #1907P01: Key Performance Indicators Q2 Report
Vice-Chair Dr. Sherri Magee noted concern that assaults against peace officers has increased by
39%. Mr. Manojlovic stated that Planning and Research is working with Human Resources (HR) and
other operational sections within the Department to determine if there is a pattern or a trend. CC
Palmer noted that most of the assaults are occurring in D1 and D2 with the Granville Entertainment
District and the DTES accounting for the highest number of assaults.
DCC Chow stated that quite often members don’t report assaults and as such these numbers don’t
capture all of the statistics. CC Palmer noted that the numbers in the report are charges that have
been laid for assaulting police officers, and that the actual number of assaults is much higher.
There was discussion surrounding the reporting of sexual offences.
CC Palmer spoke to property crime and not leaving anything visible in your vehicles, and remember
to lock the doors.
Dr. Magee noted the gradual increase in Section 28 Mental Health apprehensions. Supt. Davey
stated that the Department is looking into the matter and so far there are no significant trends that
point to a specific issue. There was a request to break down Section 28 Mental Health
apprehensions by district. CC Palmer stated that these analytics can be reported to the Board going
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forward, and that the VPD has detailed crime analytics that are available to both the police and to
the public on www.geodash.vpd.ca.
The report was received for information.
8.2 Report #1907P02: 2019 VPD Strategic Business Plan Mid-Year Report Back
Board member Barj Dhahan noted concern in the community regarding the rising cost of policing
the Vaisakhi Parade.
Motion to receive the report for information.
MOVED/SECONDED

CARRIED

9. Chief Constable’s Report
Chief Constable Palmer spoke to the following Departmental updates:
60 new VPD Cadets from grade 10-12 are coming into the program in September. The VPD has been
invited to present at the International Association of Chiefs of Police Conference in Chicago in
October regarding the great work that is being done with the Cadet Program. S/Sgt. Randy Fincham
and Vancouver Police Foundation Executive Director Andrea Wright will be presenting on the topic.
A recent Cops for Cancer event on Granville Street raised over $30,000.
Scooter thefts have become an issue in the City of Vancouver. For the month of May, scooter thefts
accounted for 20% of all vehicle thefts. The VPD is posting information on social and traditional
media on ways that people can protect their scooters.
The VPD held a force options media day, bringing the media down to the Force Options Tactical
Training Centre to put them through various scenarios. This sheds light on making important
decisions during stressful and fast moving situations.
The VPD’s Rescue Task Force is now taking off across the country. The Task Force was recently in
Calgary working with the Calgary Police Service, and the Task Force is also working with partners in
the RCMP.
Retired VPD officer Ron Foyle, who served from 1957-1989, was recently flown to Ottawa to be
recognized by the Federal Government and by the Korean Ambassador for his bravery during the
Korean War.
The Pulling Together Canoe Journey has been held for 19 years, and in 2019 there were 40 VPD
participants.
An academy class of 10 officers graduated on June 21st. These officers are now out on patrol. A
class of approximately 30 new officers will be put through in September, and the VPD is currently
recruiting for this class.
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The VPD is currently planning for the Celebration of Light, and the Pride Parade.
10. Correspondence & Information
10.1 Report #1907V06: Compliments Letters
The report was received for information.
10.2 Report #1907V02 Professional Standards Section Quarterly Report
The report was received for information.
11. Opportunity for Enquiries from the Public
No enquiries from members of the public.
12. Enquiries & other business from the Board
No enquiries from the Board.
Motion to adjourn.
MOVED / SECONDED
The Regular Meeting was adjourned at 2:14pm.

CARRIED

TO BE APPROVED BY THE VANCOUVER POLICE BOARD ON September 19, 2019
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